Joknsorts marriage.
[A.D.
Johnson knew too well the ardour of her son's temper, and too tender a parent to oppose his inclinations.
I know not for what reason the marriage ceremony was . performed at Birmingham ; but a resolution was taken th should be at Derby, for which place the bride and briclegr set out on horseback, I suppose in very good humour, though Mr. Topham Beauclerk used archly to mention John; having told him, with much gravity, ' Sir, it was a love man on both sides,' I have had from my illustrious friend the folio curious account of their journey to church upon the nu morn:
gt/i JULY:—'Sir, she had read the old romances, and had got her head the fantastical notion that a woman of spirit should us< lover like a dog. So, Sir, at first she told me that I rode too fast she could not keep up with me ; and, when I rode a little slowei passed me, and complained that I lagged behind. I was not I made the slave of caprice; and I resolved to begin as I meant to I therefore pushed on briskly, till I was fairly out of her sight, road lay between two hedges, so I was sure she could not miss it: I contrived that she should soon come up with me. When she c observed her to be in tears.'
This, it must be allowed, was a singular beginning of conm felicity; but there is no doubt that Johnson, though he shewed a manly firmness, proved a most affectionate am dulgent husband to the last moment of Mrs. Johnson's life: in his Prayers and Meditations, we find very remarl evidence that his regard and fondness for her never ceased, after her death.
He now set up a private academy1, for which purpose he 1
who died insolvent; and in 1745, a bulky deed gave his creditors js. 4^. in the pound. Among the creditors for £ i oo were " Samuel J ohnson, gent., and Elizabeth his wife, executors of the last will and testament of Harry Porter, late of Birmingham aforesaid, woollen draper, deceased." Johnson and his wife were almost the only
doubtful, therefore, whether the; obtained  the   amount  of the position £36 13^. 4rf?
1 Sir Walter Scott has rec Lord Auchinleck's 'sneer of sovereign contempt,' while h scribed Johnson as 'a dominie —an auld dominie; he kecj schule, and cau'cl it an acaaclded eight, and of those not all were boarders.1 After nearly twenty months of married life, when he went to London, 'he had,' Boswell says, ' a little money.' It was not till a year later still that he began to write for the Gent. Mags If Mrs. Johnson had not money, how did she and her husband live from July 1735 to the spring of 1738? It could scarcely have been on the profits made from their school. Inference, however, is no longer needful, as there is positive evidence. Mr. Timmins in his Dr. Johnson in Birmingham, (p. 4) writes :—' My friend, Mr. Joseph Hill, says, A copy of an old deed which has recently come into my hands, shews that a hundred pounds of Mrs. Johnson's fortune was left in the hands of a Birmingham attorney named Thomas Perks,
